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Whereas during the three months in Great Britain 
Mrasies AMonG Domestic ANIMALS. no “other animals” are returned as affected, in 
Ireland there are 50. ‘This infection of ‘ other 
animals’’ is very serious and is evidence either of 
gross neglect on the part of owners of infected dogs 
or of a much more wide-spread prevalence than the 
returns indicate. Sporting dogs and drovers dogs 
pass by the hundred from Lreland to Great Britain. 


To veterinarians it is curious to note how prone 
medical men are to saddle the domestic animals with 
a large share in transmitting, if not in originating, 
diseases which have hitherto been supposed to be 
peculiar to man. Apparently it is only requisite to 
fail to trace the method of infection of some human 
malady, and to find that there is a more or less direct : , 
association of a domestic animal with the patient, ENquiry versus ACTION. . 

to arouse suspicion. The next process is to experi-| At first sight there does not seem much to connect Dr. 
mentally attempt the infection of an animal with | Koch with Lord Burehclere, or the Board of Agriculture 
infective secretions or excretions. Any groups of with South Africa. But there is. They all seem to 


class together two totally dissimilar duties— enquiry 
symptoms following are accepted as strong evidence into the nature of disease by research, and suppression or 


of the original theory. Searlet-fever and udder | control of disease by action founded ‘on clinical experi- 
eruptions of cows were thus determined to be one | ence. The very last time that Lord Burghclere spoke in 
disease. Diphtheria went through somewhat similar | public he seized the opportunity of advising Mr. Walter 
stages of suspicion, theory and erroneous experi- | Long to strengthen his veterinary staff and add scientific 
ment. Last week The British Medical Journal noted | research. Some two years ago one of the explanations 
some alleged experiments by an unknown German | for taking executive power from the veterinary officers 


doctor which go to show that measles of man may be of the Board was that the duties of a veterinary officer 
y were to make gg discoveries and advise the 


communicated to the pig and then pass by infection | poard when asked, whereas the duties of the executive 
to other pigs. The note in our contemporary con- | officers were to stamp out disease in the manner provided 
cludes thus :— by the regulations. 

“There is some reason to believe that the epizootic to| South Africa is in imminent peril from invasion of 
which the term “swine fever” is applied is not in all | ¢#ttle-plague and the authorities have engaged Dr. Koch 
outbreaks the same disease. It is conceivably possible | t© $0 and investigate the pathology of the disease. It 
that one form of swine fever may be due to the same | ay be that the Colony are only taking advantage of the 
infective agent as human measles. It may therefore be | OPPortunity to promote scientific research, and will leave 
worth while for medical officers of health to look out for! t¢ Mr. Hutcheon the duty of fighting the invading 
coincidences of measles and swine fever in the same | ™alady. We hope this is so, but if they are imitating 
district. If there be any connection it is perhaps prob- | &Ur Board and following the opinion of Lord Burghclere 
able that the swine fever would be of a mill type.” they will keep the veterinary officers as scientific 


‘error if, employ soldiers to do the work. With just 
88 t may avoid error if, a suspicion of doubt we conclude that common sense will 


when the i i i iss ~ 

f oe medical ofticer of health begins his search prevail in South Africa and that the trained intelligence 
or measles in the pig, he would obtain the assistance | of veterinary surgeons will be used to suppress disease, 
of a veterinary surgeon. | whilst part passu scientific research 1s pursued. 

It seems strange that the Colony should have gone to 
sean to find a man to help them in their necessity. 
lere at home we have had such success suppressing 
a ; LAND, | diseases of animals as no other country in the world can 
From Lhe Farmers Gazette of Dec. 12th we take show. We learned our lesson in 1865-6 and we have 
this satisfactory paragraph :— | since twice shown that our methods and’ organisation 

are as ake s ing- success in 

vl Ireland during the last week of November. This is in | trol is alone to be pdb ad ciate the emer onty thew 
pleasing contrast with the condition of affairs existing What would be th 
few years ago, when pleuro-pneumonia, glanders, anth- | 


rax, and sheep scab frequently figured largely in the | is bleeding to death, of holding a scientific enquiry as to 
returns of contagious stock easier the nature of hzemorrhage? The sane action would be 


; : to stop the bleeding, and the best man to do it would be 
Comparatively satisfactory as this undoubtedly is a qualified surgeon. Glad indeed shall we be to learn 
we cannot but urge that Ireland should do somethng that Dr. Koch has made a successful research. Glad 
more than has been attempted to control rabies. also to hear that Mr. Hutcheon has saved the herds of 

For the quarter ending Sept., 1896, returns of Cape Colony. Still more glad should we be to know 


rabid 3 Ry that our home authorities ignored Lord Burghclere and 
period rm, 2 ra ney reached 66. For the same | pecognised that veterinary experts were the only men 
eland the figures are 114. But this does | capable of directing measures of suppression against 


not represent the loss and danger from the disease. ' animal diseases. 
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SOME SIGN-POSTS. 


No wise politician wilfully ignores the. oft-repeated 
expression of popular feeling. The Rt. Hon. Walter 
Long is a clever and an honest statesman, and 
so our hopes increase that the long delay in doing 
right by the veterinary profession will terminate 
shortly in an act of justice. Mr. Long promised in 
last Parliament to reinstate the Veterinary Depart- 
ment as a division of the Board of Agriculture. For 
nearly thirty years a Veterinary Department of the 
Government existed and did good work. The best 
of this work was done when the department had a 
Veterinary Director. When Mr. Herbert Gardner 
was President of the Board of Agriculture the stock- 
owners and the veterinarians of the country were 
astonished by the deletion of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment and its re-constitution in two parts—an Ani- 
mals Division and two disconnected veterinary officers. 
Various contradictory and quite irreconcilable state- 
ments were made in and out of Parliament in justifi- 
cation of this unnecessary proceeding. : 
Just as the veterinary profession had succeeded in 
gaining a large parliamentary support and made 
arrangements for a discussion on ‘the estimates” 
came the overthrow of the Government of which Mr. 
Herbert Gardner formed a distinguished ornament. 
Our work had to be done over again, and the new 
President could not be expected all at once to upset 
the arrangements of his predecessor. There is a sort 
of rule that new men shall not immediately reverse 
the policy and methods of the department to which 
they are attached. There is also a practice that the 
permanent officials shall considerably guide their 
parliamentary heads. But courtesy and red-tape 
have their limits and only the weaker ministers are 
fast bound by them. When it can be shown to a 
strong minister that a department—even though a 
little one—-has for years worked admirably, that it 
deserved well of the country, that it has been un- 
necessarily superseded, and that success has not 
attended tne new fangled arrangement, when all 
this can be proved we may expect a reversion to the 
older and better plan. When public feeling is dead 
and when authorities are indifferent even a good 
cause stands little chance of justice if it be opposed 
by the permanent officials. The re-instatement of 
the Veterinary Department will probably have the 
opposition of the permanent official but it has the 
support of authority and of public feeling. The first 
sign-post indicating the views of authorities was the 
receipt of sympathetic letters promising assistance 
from numerous members of Parliament to whom the 
veterinary profession appealed. The next was the 
statement of His Grace the Duke of Richmond at a 
meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society. The 
Duke spoke from personal experience as one who 
directed the affairs of the Veterinary Department 
when disease was rampant in our herds and flocks. 
More recently we had a notable indication of public 
feeling when the annual report of the work done 
under the Diseases of Animals Act made its appear- 
ance. Of course it contained no mention of a non- 
existent Veterinary Department but, in the press 


notices which appeared, every paper from The Times 
downwards headed its notice ‘The Report of the 
Veterinary Department.’’ Only one explanation of 
this is possible—they all recognised that the report 
was ‘‘ veterinary’ and that it must have emanated from 
a veterinary department, under whatever name it 
was disguised. We infer too that every paper appre- 
ciated the necessity of such work as the suppression 
of disease being delegated to a Veterinary Department. 

Last week another prominent sign-post indicating 
the views of stock-owners was exhibited at the dinner 
of the Farmers Club. At that function Mr. Walter 
Long was present, as was also Lord Burghclere—a 
title which disguises the identity of Mr. Herbert 
Gardner. A prominent topic was the rise in the price 
of wheat. Sir John Swinburne advised the meeting 
not to put too much reliance on wheat production 
with its improved prices. He remarked that a few 
extra ships put on between here and the Argentine 
would flood the country with wheat. He added that. 
what the agriculturist must look to was the preserva- 
tion of the health of the stock of the country from 
disease, which would be an inducement to all 
foreigners to come here and buy our stock, and he 
added that it was to Mr. Cope they must look to safe- 
guard our interests in that direction. 

Mr. Long paid a high tribute to the permanent 
officials of his Department with whom he was proud 
to be associated. 

Lord Burghclere advised Mr. Long to strengthen 
the Veterinary Department by adding to its staff, in- 
cluding scientific research. 

Surely after all this it will not be necessary to in- 
augurate another parliamentary campaign to obtain 
redress. We fancy we may trust Mr. Long to see 
that a mistake was made and that the interests of the 
country demand a return to the older and well-tried 
plan of a real Veterinary Department under veteri- 
nary guidance and control. , 


FLATULENT COLIC. 
By James Duntop, M.R.C.V.S., Downpatrick. 


As flatulent colic and anto-intoxication have been 
ably brought before us in the pages of The Lecord the 
following case and remarks may prove interesting to 
your readers. 

On the evening of the 2nd inst. I was called toa 
case of flatulent colic in a strong 16 hands van 
horse. His abdomen was distended to the utmost, in 
great agony, perspiring freely with anxious looks, 
respiration rapid, pulse 96. When I entered the box 
five men were endeavouring to keep him on his feet; 
it was evident that there was no time to be lost. | 
hesitated for a minute whether I should not give 
immediate relief with the trocar and canula, but as 
my experience of puncturing the colon has not been 
altogether satisfactory I resolved upon giving a large 
dose of diffusible stimulants first, so the following 
was given: oil Ojj, spt. of turpentine 3xiv, chlore- 
dyne. 3iss, sulph ether ii, sweet spt. of nif. 51, 
carbolic acid 3iii. In about 45 minutes after the 
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administration of the above, relief was observed and 
the patient continued rapidly to improve and was 
able to return to work on the second day. * 

lt is now five years since I began to administer 
very large doses of spirits of turpentine in cases of 
flatulent colicin horses and tympanitis in cattle, with 
marked success, never having lost a case in which I 
adopted what some would call heroic treatment, nor 
have I ever observed any irritation of the urinary or 
other organs as a result. Just think of pouring three 
or four ounces of spt. of turpentine into the capacious 
rumen of a cow with (it may be) two bushels. of fer- 
menting ingesta and expect that small dose to destroy 
the bacteria of fermentation. My experience is that 
nothing less than ten ounces as a first dose will give 
prompt and satisfactory relief. 

One thing should be observed in all stomach and 
bowel cases. When there is the slightest swelling 


from fermentation never administer morphia and | 


atropine hypodermically, no matter how much the 
animal may be suffering, for although it would relieve 
the pain it arrests the peristaltic action and increases 
the accumulation of gases in the bowels; changing 
what may be a simple case into a serious one. 


SWINE-FEVER AND RESTRICTION ON 
MOVEMENT. 


Over and over again we have insisted in these 
pages on the necessity of restricting the movement 
of swine in infected areas if success in controlling 
disease is desired. The difficulty has been the politi- 
cal element—-the fear of giving offence to the owners 
—and thus possibly sacrificing votes. 

The most powerful of agricultural bodies has now 
spoken out plainly, and if the Board of Agriculture 
are wise they will accept the psychological moment 
and apply the provisions of the Infected Areas Order 
widely and strongly. 

At the recent Council meeting of the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society a committtee had agreed upon the 
ad resolution and recommended it for adop- 

ion :— 

“The council observe with satisfaction that increased 
restrictions on the movement of swine out of districts in 
which swine fever is suspected to exist have been 
recently imposed by the Board of Agriculture. They 
would wage out that where the markets have been 
closed the outbreaks have become greatly diminished, 
and they suggest that this principle might be very 
safely and advantageously extended, as experience has 
shown that the closing of the markets is absolutely 
necessary for the eradication of the disease.” 

_ Mr. AsworrH, in moving the adoption of the resolu- 
tion on the subject of swine fever, said that for a 
number of years great efforts had been made, at enor- 
mous expense, to cope with this disease, the outbreaks 
of which had now been reduced considerably. The 
‘cases, as they would see from the report, were only 
about half what they were last year. he Committee, 


after considerable discussion, had unanimously agreed 
upon the resolution which was embodied in their report, 
~ he hoped that the Council would adopt it. 

ry Krnescore, in seconding the resolution, 
said that, taking the experience of his own county, which 


he believed was borne out by the supenenen of other 
places, it was found that when the markets were stopped 
the outbreaks of swine fever almost, if not entirely, 
ceased. In fact, in Gloucestershire, the number had 
decreased to two or three, and those were distinctly 
traced to outbreaks in adjoining counties. Had these 
counties also been scheduled, or had the area in which 
the markets were stopped been larger, he firmly believed 
that swine fever would have been stamped out alto- 
gether, or at least for a considerable period. From what 
he could gather from the veterinary professors, unless 
some very stringent measures of this sort were applied, 
with the object of stopping the sale of swine at markets, 
they would never eradicate the disease. He trusted that 
the Council would adopt the resolution and send it to 
the Minister of Agriculture. 

The resolution was then carried unanimously, and 
ordered to be transmitted to the President of the Board 
of Agriculture. 


INDIAN HEMP. 
(CANNABIS Sativa, VAR INpDICA.) 
By Vet.-Capt. C. RurHerrorp, Umballa, India. 


Read at the meeting of the Central Veterinary Medi- 
cal Society, held at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury, on Thursday 
night, the 3rd instant. 


Continued from page 303, 


Weather : 
inseed meal. {at night about 55° to 60°F 


(27.) Horse is standing out in the open and alone 
Temperature 99 3-5th ; pulse 40, firm ; respirations 12. 


4 hour—No change. 

14 hour—Temperature 100. No change in pulse, re- 
spirations, ete. 

2nd hour—Is quiet and dull-looking about the eyes, 
lower lip slightly dropped. When some horses at riding 
school came near him, he pawed and jumped about most 
excitedly with “cocked ears” and staring eyes ; as soon 
as they passed he relapsed into quietude, the lower lip 
dropped, ete. 

3rd hour—Temperature 99 4-5ths ; pulse 38, and very, 
very soft ; respirations 12; is standing dull, quiet, and 
listlessly, with lower lip very pendulous, and fore legs 
shaky at the knees ; is very easily roused if touched. 

4th hour—When grass was given him he woke up 
thoroughly and ate it, but his eyes had a dull expression ; 
pulse 34, and very, very soft. Temperature 100 }-5th. 

44 hour.—The grass eaten, he became as_ before. 
When trotting he was quite firm on his legs and passed 
some dung. Legs cold, ears warm, pupil slightly dilated. 

5th hour.—Is easily startled, and if suddenly approach- 
ed is very frightened : penis is now drawn 4 or 5 inches 
for the first time, and is very pale in colour. When 
quiet he is decidedly sleepy and shaky at the knees. Has 
eaten feed very slowly. 

54 hour.—Temp. 100 F., pulse 30 and extremely soft ; 
the respirations are so shallow that I cannot count them 
easily. Standing with head down and lower lip very 
vendulous ; is extremely sleepy (eyes quite pe 4 and 
is very unsteady on his legs if moved ; penis still drawn 
and pale; pupil slightly dilated ; legs cold aid ears 
warm. 

7th hour.—Temp. 100 F.; is in a still deeper soporitic 
state, the lower lip is as pendulous as it is possible for it 
to be; standing sound asleep; is slobbering at the 
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mouth and his tongue is hanging out fora short distance 
from between the opened jaws. 
104 hour.—In the same state; he must have been 
vicking up some grass as some is now sticking between 
bis lips, the pulling of which does not make him 
chew it. 
13th.—-Although when quiet he is in the same state 
still he occasionally wakes up, closes his jaws, pulls his 
tongue in and eats grass fora minute, stops, and leaves 
it between lips and protruding tongue. Legs are shaky 
but now warm ; ears are warm. 
16th hour.—In the same condition and standing with- 
out moving, in fact he hasn’t moved for two hours. _ 


20th hour.—Tongue is retracted, and slobbering has 


stopped. 

23rd hour.—Has a very dull heavy expression of eye ; 
the lower lip is still pendulous :is eating some grass 
slowly as if with very little relish ; legs and ears cold ; 
trotted steadily ; has passed a very little dry pellety 
dung—the first since the 44 hour. Temp. 99 1-5th, pulse 
32 and extremely soft, respirations 10. 

26th hour.—Temp. 99 3-5th F.; pulse 38 and very 


soft, respirations 10; has eaten feed very slowly indeed ; | 
stands dull and quiet with pendulous lower lip still, and 


sleepy expression of half-closed eyes. 

28th hour.— Perhaps not quite so sleepy-looking. 

32nd hour.— Temp. 99 3-5th F. ; pulse 40 and soft, re- 
spirations 10. Still stands quiet, with a dull expression 
of face and pendulous lower lip; the legs and ears are 
‘cold and his “coat staring Ae & seems to feel cold al- 
though the sun is shining on him ; there is no wind, and 
the temperature of the air in the shade is over 55 F. now 
and at midday was 80 F. 

33rd hour.—Although he has been rugged up and 
bandaged for an hour his coat still “stares.” Brightening 
up generally. 

34th hour.—Skin of body warmer, legs and ears still 
cold ; he is decidedly brighter looking in the face ; lip 
is normal ; He is eating grass. 


12nd howr.—He seems normal. Feces for the day 


afterwards passed in small quantities at a time, about | 


half the usual amount per diem, and in small, round, dry 
pellets. 
SUMMARY OF PRECEDING. 


Hemp Out of the eight horses in this series, on 


one (Vo. 4) it had no effect beyond lowering the pulse 
four beats per minute. 

No. was only a little quieter than usual, and his 
penis was frequently drawn ; this horse's pulse was in- 
creased four beats. ; 

Vo. 6 was easily startled after the second hour, and 
was hilarious from the 5th to the 7th hour : the pulse was 
raised six beats. 

Vo. S was unusually quiet (not sleepy) from abort the 


2nd to 34 hours, but was excited and nervous at anyone’s | 


approach, and trotted with an excited action. In this 
horse the pulse and temperatmie were so slightly affected 
that I souk no note of them. 

On two horses a more or less soporitic action was 
caused :— 

No. 1 beeame sleepy, but was easily roused and 
excited from the 24 to the 44 hours; ‘ 
a few beats. 

Vo. 7 was dull at the 2nd hour, and sleepy at the 4th 


and Sth hours, but without any exhilarant action except | 


when trotted. 


On two other horses a marked soporific action was | 


produced, preceded in one horse, Vo. 5, by an exhilarant 


stage of excitement which lasted from the 14 to the 24 | 


hour, after which she lapsed into a sleepy state, and 


then from the 44 until the 8th hour was under the | 
setting in; 


soporific influence of the drug. At the time the pulse 
was lowered six beats and became soft and full. 
In the other horse .Vo. 2 there was no preliminary 


stage of excitement. At the 2nd hour she was sleepy- Ss 
looking, and from the 23 to the 53 hour was in a 
suporitic state though easily roused, her pulse was 
lowered 10 beats. 

Sweating ete—In Nos. 2, 5, and 6 the hemp caused 
local sweating ; whilst in No. 2 the veins of the face were 
prominently gorged. 

The penis—Of the 5 geldings three had the penis. s. 
drawn. 

Trotting —Of the 8 horses three (Nos. 3, 4, and 6) 


pulse was raised | 


trotted as usual, four (5, 7, 8, and 1) trotted excitedly, 
and one (No. 2) as if drunk. 
31j SERIES. 
When 3ij were given to the four horses (9, 10, 11 and 
12) in one dose to each all were brought under its 
soporitic influence. 
Vo. 2 from the 2} to the 12th hour—total 93 hours. 
.Vo. 10 was sleepy though easily startled during the 
| first hour, during the 2nd and 8rd, the soporifie effects 
/were being gradually produced, and were strongly 
marked from the 4th to the 15 hour—total 11 hours. 
No. 11. began to be sleepy at the 2nd hour and was 
' decidedly so up to the 12th—total 10 hours. 
Wo. 1.2.—At the 2nd hour was quieter than usual, but 
from the 4th tothe 10th was under the soporitic action 
of the drug—total 6 hours. 

In three of these horses there was no stage of marked 
excitement, only No. 10 showed the exhilarating action 
during the first hour. 

The pulse.—This in Nos. 9, 10, and 11 was reduced 

from 34 or 36 to 26 and 28, and became soft, but in No. 
12 it fell only two beats per minute. 
—— Temperature.—That of No. 10 in which an exhilarant 
action was shown rose from 99 1-5th to 99 2-5ths, but 
during the soporific stage fell to 97. Of the other three 
in which no exhilarant action was manifested—in No. 
12 during the 2nd hour it rose from 100 1-5th to 100 
2-5ths, but afterwards fell to 100; in No. 9 it receded 
| gradually from 100 to 98, and in No. 11 from 99 to 98. 

Swreating.—This occurred only in No. 9 as a cold patch 
on the neck. 

Penis.—Of the three geldings that of Nos. 10 and 11 
was frequently protruded and retracted. 


Lower Lip.—This became pendulous in all four—in r 
Nos. 9 and 10, at the first hour, in No. 11 at the 2nd 
hour, in No, 12 at the 6th hour. 1 
7'rotting.—Nos. 11 and 12 trotted with an excited ] 
action, No. 10 very unsteadily, No. 9 as usual. t 
The appetite.—Nos. 9 and 10 were “ off feed ” for a time, 1 
No. 11 ateslowly, and No, 12 as usual. 1 
Tympany.— This of the abdomen occurred in No. 10. ] 
SERIES. t 
The administration of produced soporitic t 
in the four horses to which it was given specially, t 
and so early as in the second hour in Nos. 14, 15 and 16, fi 
without the preliminary stage of excitement shown by a 
No. 13. It is to be noted that the duration of the 
-soporific action was from 7 to 11 hours, and the longer @ : fe 
horse was in that state the deeper or more marked the - N 
soporifie action. te 
Pulse.—-In No. 13 fell from 44 to 38, in No. 15 from 
40 to 36, and in No. 16 from 40 to 38; and in all three W 
it became softer than before. 
Temperature.—The effect of the drug upon this was 
not uniform. In No. 13 it rose by the fourth hour frou! ™ 
100 to 101, after which it gradually fell again, and E 
reached 100 at the 10th hour In No. 15 it remained ‘f Wi 
stable. In No. 16 it rose by the fifth hour 2-5ths, and fo 
fell again to its original height, 100. That of No. 14 pe 


cannot be taken any notice of, as bilious fever W@ 
but it is interesting to note the strons 
soporitic effect of the drug in spite of the high tem 
perature and fever. 
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Respirations.—That of each of the three horses, Nos. 
13, 15, 16, fell from 10 to8; and in No. 13 became so 
shallow that it was difficult to count. 

Sweating.—This occurred in No. 16 only. . 

The penis.—That of each of the three geldings was 
drawn and pale in colour. 

The lower lip.—This was pendulous in three, but was 
not noted in my record of the fourth. 

The appetite.—That of Nos. 13, 14, 15, was interfered 
with, but not that of No. 16. 

Constipation.—This occurred in No. 13 for 10 hours, 
in No. 14 for 9 hours, and No. 15 was inclined to be 
costive. The feces of No. 16 were as usual. 


SERIES. 


(jiv.) There are five horses in this series, but we need 
take notice only of four horses, as No. 20 must be ex- 
cluded. He apparently did not receive all the hemp, as 
the same dose given at a later period acted upon him 
(No. 21). The soporific action was manifested in all four 
(Nos. 17, 18, 19, 21). 

Vo. 17 within an hour was gradually yielding to sleep, 
during which time there was no exhilarating effect, and 
from the 24 to the 11th hour he was entirely under the 
soporific influence. 

No. 18 for the first 34 hours was sleepy-looking (but 
from the second to the third hour there was an occa- 
sional tossing of the head), thence up to the 11th hour 
he was in a deep soporific state. 

In .Vo. 19 for the first two hours there was no change 
whatever, but at the 2} and 3rd hours she was quiet 
though easily roused, and was decidedly under the 
soporific influence from the 3rd to the 11th hour. 

In .Yo. 21 up to the 6th hour no change was noticed, 
excepting a slight rise in temperature, but from that the 
64 hour until the 14th he was, to a certain extent, under 
the soporific action of the drug, but there was no pro- 
found sleep or stupor. 

In these horses there is a great difference in the time 
at which the soporific effects of Siv of the drug were 
produced. On Nos. 17 and 18 the hemp exerted this 
power within an hour, on No. 19 not for two hours, whilst 
on No. 21 in six hours. 

The pulse-—That of No. 17 at the 23 hours was re- 


duced from 40 to 36, and became soft, and so it remained 


up to and beyond the 11th hour; that of No. 18 at the 
third hour (when there was a nervous tossing of the 
head) was raised from 34 to 40, but it subsequently fell 
to 28, and became very soft in character; and at the 
11th hour, when restless owing to the tympanitic, colicy 
pains, It rose again to 36, but was soft still ; that of No. 
19 at the 64 hour fell from 34 to 28, and was soft ; whilst 
that of No, 21 was practically unaltered. 

The temperature.—That of No. 17 fell from 100 4-5ths 
to 99 3-5ths at the 64 hour; that of No. 18 fell from 100 
to 99 at the 7th hour ; that of No. 19 at the 64 hour fell 
from 99 3-5th to 98; whilst that of No. 21 rose gradu- 
ally from 99 to 100 2-5ths. 

The respirations of all were lessened in number as 
follows :—No. 17 from 12 to 9; No. 18 from 12 to 10; 
a from 10 to 8; No, 21 from 16 (after exercise) 


The penis of each of tw reldings 
wo out of the three geldings 
The lower lip was pendulous as in earlier cases. 
appetite.—Nos. 17 and 18 were for a time 
y Suge ; Nos. 19 and 21 were unaffected. 
feces.— Regular defecation of all (except No. 20) 
and the drug of all on the day 
administrat 
a. ion of the dung was dry and 
Sweating did not occur in any. 
Tympany of the abdomen appeared only in No. 18. 


DV} SERIEs. 

In all three horses a strong soporific action was 
developed. 

In Vo. 22 for two hours there was no change, but 
before the third hour he was becoming sleepy, and 
remained completely under the soporific action of the 
drug until the 15th hour, ¢.e. about 12 hours. 

In Vo. 2° for the first three hours there was no change. 
at the fourth hour he was exhilarated, whilst from the 
5th to the 19th hour he was in a deep sleep, ¢.¢. about 
14 hours. 

In Vo. 24 for about two hours there was no change, 
from the 4th to the 6th he was exhilarated, and from 
the 7th to the 16th in the soporific state—total 9 hours. 

Pulse—That of No. 22 rose at the 2? hours from 38 to 
40, then it gradually fell to 28, and was very soft at the 
73 hours, after which it rose at the 13th hour to 48 ; 
that of No. 23 fell to 24 at the 7th hour; whilst that of 
No. 24 fell from 36 to 28. 

The respivations—Those of No. 22 were reduced from 
12 to 10; those of No. 23 remained 8 or 9 throughout ; 
those of No. 24 rose at the 12th hour from 7 to 10. 

The temperature of No. 22 fell from 100 4-5ths to 
99 1-5th at about the 7th hour, and at the 13th rose to 
100; that of No. 23 from 100 1-5th fell at about the 
6th hour to 99, and at the 9th hour again rose to 100. | 
could not take the temperature of No. 24 until the 6th 
hour, when it was found to be the same as before the 
hemp was given, viz., 100 1-5th, and at the 12th and 
24th hours it was 101. 

None of these horses sweated. 

The penis of each of the three geldings was drawn. 

The lower lip was pendulous in Nos. 22 and 23, but 
not in No. 24. 

Trotting.—No. 22 did so with exaggerated action, No. 
23 very unsteadily, and No. 24 as usual. 

The appetite-—All ate their feed, though slowly. 

Tympany.—No. 22 had abdominal tympany, but not 
Nos. 23 and 24. 

The forces of all three became dry and pellety combined 
with costiveness. 

31 SERIES. 

The two horses in this experiment lapsed into a deeply 
soporific state, which lasted in one case for 17 hours, and 
in the other for 21 hours; in one horse, No. 25, pre- 
ceded by a stage of excitement, but not in the other. 

The pulse of each horse was lowered in number of 
a and in strength, becoming almost imperceptible in 
No. 26. 

The temperature of No. 25 remained fairly steady ; 
but that of No. 26 rose at about the third hour from 
100 4-5ths to 102 1-5th, after which it rapidly fell to 100, 
subsequently remaining about 100 2-5ths or 100 3-5ths. 
I cannot quite understand why there was a rise of tem- 
perature at the third hour, when outwardly there was 
nothing to make one expect it, and there was no excitant 
stage. 

The vespirations—Those of No. 25 fell from 12 to 7, 
and of No. 26 from 10 to 6,in the latter accompanied by 
a guttural sound. 

The penis of each was drawn early, even in the ex- 
citant stage. 

The lower lip was pendulous in No. 15, but not in 
No. 25. 

The appetite was interfered with in both cases, 

Costiveness is to be noted in both. 

Pupil of eyes of No. 26 was widely dilated at about 
the 26th hour. 

Only one horse received this amount. 


At the second hour he was dull and quiet, but easily 
excited, whilst from the 3rd to the 34th hour he was 


under its soporific influence, 7.¢. 31 hours. 
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The pulse, from 40 and firm declined to 30, and became 
extremely soft ; and the respirations became slower and 
shallow: whilst the temperature remained near 100 
during the whole time. The lower lip was pendulous as 
usual, but in this case there was slobbering at the mouth 
with tongue hanging out and the jaws a little opened, 
from the 7th to the 20th hours. His penis was drawn 
and pale coloured; and he stood shakily at the knees, 
though he trotted steadily. He did not eat heartily ; 
and seemed to feel the cold about the32nd hour although 
the weather was warm. Pupil of the eye was dilated. 

The drug in all the above-mentioned cases was given 
hy the mouth, no matter the dose, and in one, two and 
three balls, made up alone or with the addition of lin- 
seed meal, or, in a few instances, gentian powder. One 
ready method of use is in the dessicated state— obtained 
by drying the required dose in a spoon over a flame. 
The hemp in all cases mentioned in this note was in its 
commonly-inet-with, official state, ¢.¢. soft and pultaceous 
and of a greenish hue. 

It cannot fail to be noticed that there is a certain 
amount of lack of uniformity in the action of the drug 
in healthy horses and in diseased; and this is most 
marked in the smaller doses. In the 5i series we cannot 
say that the temperament of the horses was the cause of 
this, as seven of them were quiet, and vet on two of 
these the hemp had practically no soporitic action; a 
third was only made quiet ; two were made sleepy ; and 
on two others it had a soporific action : the remaining 
horse (No. 6) was a timid one, and in him the timidity 
was increased. In cases of colic to which ji had been 
viven the same uncertainty of action was manifested. 
From the larger doses some horses became _ hilarious, 
others not ; whilst others, again, entered the soporitic 
stage without any preceding hilarity. I have often 
wondered if this were due to the rough method of pre- 
— of the extract by which one may obtain a 

arger quantity of the active principle of the drug in one 

small portion of material and less in another, or whether 
it is due to more than one oil, resin, or alkaloid, ete., 
heing present, each having its own peculiar action of 
course, but drreqgularly distributed in the extract if so, 

let us hope that these may soon be separated, and a 

chance given us of knowing the specific action of each, 

and apportioning each its particular sphere of utility in 
medicine. ; 

Illustrative of the occasionally most uncertain action 
of the extract | may relate a case | had to do with :—. 
In the summer of 1895 a well-bred pony, which kicked 
and was fidgety when mounted but was quiet in the 
stable, after having been castrated became furiously 
fidgety or nervous, and bled a good deal in consequence 
and “went for” anyone approaching. f 


| 


he a soporitic in ij to Siv doses even in the majority of 
the most violent cases—there was a lessening or complete 
cessation of pain accompanied by sleep of varying degree 
in two to four hours after its administration. For this 
purpose I have given it specially alone or soon after 
other medicines such as stimulants, purgatives, ete. in 
over 150 cases of simple spasmodic and flatulent colic, 
constipation, torsion of the colon, rupture of the stomach 
and colon, and enteritis, and cannot speak highly enough: 
of it. Many of the simpler cases were almost instantly 
relieved by one dose of 5ij and the horse was not in the 
least affected afterwards by drowsiness, nor was _ his 
appetite impaired. Evidently it relaxes spasm of invol- 
untary muscles specially. In the more serious cases, 
when relief to pain has not been given by one dose, it 
has been ret advisable to repeat the 3ij doses as re- 
quired with an interval of about four hours between 
them, in preference to giving a large dose of Siv, 5vj, or 
5viij at the outset. I have given large doses, but exper- 
ience has taught me that it is better to give this drug 
in small doses, repeated if necessary, even up to ap 
ounce, for when given in this manner the stupor (I can- 
not call it sleep) is less marked and there is a diminu- 
tion of the after ill effects of large (5vj or 3i) doses, such 
as constipation or a tardy action of the purgative medi- 
cine which may have been given previously. 

Six or eight dram doses cause, if I may use the ex- 
— a drunken stupor, which lasts nine or twelve 
10urs in the majority of cases, a stupor which cannot be 
at all conducive to the favourable action of other medi- 
cines, nursing, or mechanical remedies. 

The constipating effects of large doses of this drug are 
in some instances rather objectionable. In one case of 
violent spasmodic colic to which aloes, oil, and stimu- 
lants had been given as well as 31 of ext. cannab. indic 
(in two doses of Siv each at an interval of two hours): 
although the colicy symptoms were relieved and the 
bowels were moved fairly regularly during the first ten 
to twelve hours in which he was ailing, yet subsequently 
and up to the sixtieth hour after the onset of the colic 
no feces were passed. At the fortieth and forty-eighth 
hours this horse received 3ss. of ter. nucis vom. to 
rouse him out of his lethargic state and to try and move 
the bowels. ; 

In some cases of ordinary, spasmodic colic to which 
stimulants and Siv. of this drug, but no aloes, had been 
given the bowels have been costive for eight or ten hours 
subsequently. 

No doubt large doses of hemp should prove useful in 
those cases in which it is desirable to keep the bowels in- 
active for some time. 

This medicine was found invaluable in some cases of 


I gave him Siv of | most violent diarrhoea accompanied by colicy pains— 


extract of cannabis indic in bolus with gentian pulv, but | resulting from whole unparched and unbruised barley 


he was fidgety, biting, and kicking as badly as before for 
nine hours after the hemp was given. After this time 
he fell into a deeply soporitie condition, in which 
he remained for nearly an: sm hours, and during whieh 
time he refused water and food of any sort. The animal 
was in such a deep stupor that the owner thought he 
was dying and again sent for me. The pony was stand- 
ing perfectly quiet and as if sound asleep, with open 
mouth, head held low, ears dropped, and eyes closed 
breathing very slowly, pulse down to 26 per minute, ete., 


| gave 


expelled. 


having been given to some horses which, were wnaccus- 
tomed toit. Itallayed pain most markedly and lessened 
the force and frequency with which the feces were 
The dose given was 5iij to each horse. 

The effect upon the pulse during the progress 
of howel disease of doses of Ziv or over is a softening of 
the beat, a lessening of force, and a diminution in the 
number of beats. 

In two severe cases of tetanus I tried this drug and 
large quantities by putting it on the teeth, but 


and he didn’t eare and searcely knew what was being | without the slightest effect ; certainly the muscles of the 
| jaw were at the time in a tetanic state so I doubt 


done to him. Sniffs at the liquor ammonia bottle soon 


roused him for a few minutes at a time, but nothing | much could have been swallowed. 


more Was necessary. 

| will now give a few notes as to the action of this 
medicine onhorses when sutfering from diseases in which 
pain or spasm is a marked symptom. 


‘ If this medicine 
really of any use in tetanus I imagine the best means of 


giving it would be by injecting a solution intratracheally 


or hypodermicatly. 
In a case of diffuse abscess at the base of the brain 1 


Ax I have already said 5i is uncertain in its action. A a horse it had not the slightest effect in mitigating the 


dose of 3iss is an 


anodyne and acts effectually in the | violently spasmodic movements of the animal, although 


majority of cases for which it may be required, especially | I gave large doses repeatedly. 


bowel complaints of a simple nature. [t was found to ! 


I am inclined to think that the soporific action of the 
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hemp is hastened if sulphuric ether be given along with 
or immediately after the hemp. 

In conclusion I beg to subscribe my humble opinion 
that to my mind, so far as my experience in India goes, 
this medicine is to be preferred to morphia, opium 
powder or tincture for bowel diseases, as it allays pain 
more effectually, and the smaller doses do not materially 
interfere, if at all, with the purgative medicines com- 
monly given, although most certainly large doses do, 


DISCUSSION. 

Vet.-Captain J. A. Nunn (who was introduced by the 
Chairman) said he had been asked to make a few 
remarks with regard to this drug—Indian hemp. He 
had had considerable experience of the drug in India 
whilst he was principal of the Lahore Veterinary College. 
A large number of cases—commonly known as colic— 
used to be brought there. Most of the cases in which 
Indian hemp proved useful occurred in the spring of the 
year. It was customary with the natives of northern 
India at this time to feed their horses on the gram 
plant, which was taken up and used as fodder when ripe. 
There was a peculiarly irritating substance in the gram 
lant the active principle or alkaloid of which had never, 
- believed, been fully determined. In cases of colic, 
resulting from the use of this sort of food, he found that 
Indian hemp was one of the best drugs which could be 
employed. He did not notice that it had that constipat- 
ing effect which Vet.-Captain Rutherford mentioned. He 
used the drug in preference to opium on that account. 
It was prepared accordirg to the ordinary British 
pharmacopeeia, consisting, as Captain Rutherford states, 
I think, of 1 in 20 if regulated rightly. They employed 
the ordinary hashish the essayist mentioned, and it was 
prepared by the native compounder. Recourse was had 
to one to two drams. he animals out there were 
very small. 

Replying to Mr. BARRETT, 

Captain NuNw said his experience was that Indian 
hemp did not produce constipation, and his object in 
using it was that in the after effects when a 
purgative was given, to get rid of the offending 
material which gave rise to colic, its action was not 
lessened. Concerning the soporific effects of the drug, 
‘Captain Nunn said it was very largely used by the 
native horse dealers in northern India and by Afghans 
to quieten vicious animals offered for sale, and also to 
keep them quiet when they were about to be measured 
either for polo or racing. 

Mr. Huntrne: May I suggest that as the time has 
elapsed at which we usually break up, and as, Iam sure, 
most of us would like to read this paper, that we now 
postpone discussion until the next meeting. 

Mr. Dowex : I second Mr. Hunting’s proposal. 

The CHAtrMAN said before they pom he should 
like to tell them his experiences of the drug. While in 
India he had effectually used it in the breaking in of a 
horse, and Vet.-Captain Spooner assured him that he 
1ad most successfully used Indian hemp in a very pro- 
nounced and undoubted case of tetanus. He (the Chair- 
man) had, too, had an experience of the exhilarating 
effect of the drug. In order to reduce the size at measur- 
ing time of ponies intended for polo and racing Indian 

emp Was previously administered to them. The owner 
of a pony desirous of reducing the animal below the 
specified height instructed his groom to dose it with 

ndian hemp but, very much to the proprietor’s surprise, 
when the pony came to be measured it had reached the 
exhilarating stage. The animal stood excitedly gazing 
into the far distance, snorting and sniffing in a most 
extraordinary manner. And it proved to be two inches 
over. the regulation height. Afterwards—he could not 
tell the precise hours—he (the Chairman) saw the same 
pony and found it in a dull, sleepy stage. He noticed 
particularly that it was almost suffocating itself. 


Tremendous secretions came from its mouth and 
nose and one was led to imagine that it would be 
suffocated unless relief was afforded. He then related 
how, at a theatrical performance, where he was stationed 
in India, he retired to a refreshment bar with brother 
officers and asked an officer’s servant to serve him with a 
whisky and soda. He was given from a bottle, labelled 
“Scotch whisky,” what should have been Scotch whisky 
but was really; cannahis indica. He felt the effects 
within five or ten minutes, his limbs were paralysed, and 
he could hardly take the few steps to his carriage. His 
mind was perfectly clear and he recognised passing 
friends as he was being driven home. Arrived home he 
remained seated and quite quiet half-an-hour when the 
effects passed off and & was as well as he was now. 
After a night’s rest he arose quite in his usual good 
health. He subsequently learnt that the bottle whence 
he had been supplied was always kept in a particular 
corner for the private consumption of native grooms and 
waiters. They took a little of this cannabis indica 
mixed with water as their customary stimulant ; and the 
cannabis indica was kept in a whiskey bottle so as not 
to attract the attention of the sahib. 

Thanks were accorded to the reader of the paper and 
the Chairman with which the meeting ended. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE Y.M.A. 


The 233rd meeting of the Society was held in the 
New Theatre of the College on Friday, November 27th, 
at 6.30 pm. Mr. Radway in the chair. There were 38 
members present. 

Mr. Lowe read a very interesting paper on “ Colliery 
Horses, their Work and Management.” 

The discussion was opened by Mr. Stephens, and the 
following gentlemen took part in it Messrs. Wood, Watt, 
Wollett, Taylor, Hudson, Woodruffe, Siddle, McNaboe, 
Hinds and Miller. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman termina- 
ted the proceedings. 


The 234th meeting was held on Friday, December 4th 
at 6.30 p.m., Mr. Perry in the chair. There were present 
Prof. Hobday and 29 members. 

Mr. Rapway read a very practical and instructive 
vaper on “The General Management of Breeding 

wes. 

Mr. Woop opened the discussion, and several of the 
members present took part in it. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman termina- 
ted the proceedings. 

F. Crownwurst, Assist. Sec. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND: 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


_ The quarterly meeting was held on the 20th November 
in the Hotel evaealin Newcastle. Members present : 
Messrs. T. R. Jarvie, J. W. Rider, H. Hunter, H. Peele, 
D. McGregor, J. B. Nisbet, W. Grieve, E. R. Dudgeon, 
C. S. Hunting, J. W. T. Moore, G. Craik, G. Elphick, 
A. J. Dalgleish, and C. Stephenson. Visitors: Messrs. 
Alex. Meek, D. H. Hunter, Prof. W. O. Williams, and JJ. 
Connochie. A letter of apology for non-attendance was 
received from Prof. McFadyean. 

Mr. Moore proposed, and Mr. Riper seconded, that 
the | eee minutes be taken as read, which was 
carried. 
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Mr. DupGEon, seconded by Mr. McGRrecor, proposed 
Mr. A. Ferens, of Sunderland, as a member of the 
Association, who was elected. 

Mr. DupGEON proposed that Mr. Elphick be re-elected 
us president, as a compliment to him for having filled 
the post during the past year, when Mr. Chivas was 
unable to take it. Mr. Chivas seconded the motion, 
which was put to the meeting, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Ex_pnick thanked the members, and said that he 
would rather someone else had the honour, but if it was 
the wish of the Association he would gladly fill the post 
again, and hoped to have the support of the members 
during the coming year. 

Mr. Chivas, proposed by Mr. DupGEon, seconded by 
Mr. Moore; and Mr. Grieve, proposed by Mr. NIsBET, 
seconded by Mr. McGrEGoR, were elected vice-presidents. 

Mr. Arrkin, seconded by Mr. H. PEELE, vosed 
that Mr. Dalgleish be re-elected secretary, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Moore gave notice of motion that he intended 
to bring a charge of unprofessional conduct against a 
member of the Association. It was arranged to hold a 
special meeting to consider the matter. 

A sum of five guineas was voted to the Walley 
Memorial Fund. 


MEDIAN NEURECTOMY. 


By Prof. Frep. Hoppay, R.V.C., Camden Town. 


Prof. Hoppay gave a practical demonstration of the 
operation, and afterwards read the following paper : 

The operation of median neurectomy is one which has 
only been practised during recent years, and has not yet 
become generally known in England as an operation of 
value. Tt was first performed by Peters, assistant in the 
Veterinary School of Berlin, about the year 1885, and in 
December of that year he read an article on the subject 
before the Berlin veterinary surgeons at one of their 
meetings. It was introduced into France in 1892 by 
M. Pellerin, who was at that time assistant at the Alfort 
School; this gentleman brought the subject to the 
notice of the Paris Central Medical Society in 1892, and 
again in 1894. It has also been practiced in Italy and 

elgium. For the above facts | am chiefly indebted to 
the little book written by M. Pellerin, and published last 
vear. 

The operation itself is not a difficult one, neither is it 
accompanied by any particular danger, if the anatomy of 
the part be first studied, and ordinary care taken : it 
consists simply in the excision of a portion of median 
nerve, high up on the inside of the elbow-joint, just 
below the internal condyle of the humerus. In order to 
attain this end the animal should be cast on the side 
with the lame leg, and chloroformed ; cocaine can be 
used, or the operation may be performed without any 
anesthetic, but, as the nerve is a large one, it is, | think 
best to use CHCL;. There is also an additional advan- 
tage in the fact that the patient is still, and the leg can 
he stretched out to the fullest extent : besides which the 
operator can use his instruments with less likelihood of 
accidentally injuring any of the surrounding structures. 
lhe usual antiseptic precautions as regards the skin are 
observed ; a cross-hobble is then applied, and the lee 
released from the other hobbles, is pulled downwards 
and forwards with a rope attached to the hoof, in order 
to expose the surface to be operated upon, and render it 
as tense as possible ; at the same time it is of advantage 
to pull back the upper fore leg, and fasten it to one of 
the hind ones. 

The operator, kneeling in front of the animal, close to 


the lower part of the ‘chest and upper part of the fore 
limb, makes a bold incisionabout two inches long through 
the skin and aponeurotic portion of the pectoralis trans- 
versus muscle, about one to three inches (depending on 
the size of the horse) below the internal condyle of the 
humerus. and immediately behind the ridge formed by 
the radius. This latter, together with the radial artery 
and median nerve which can be felt in their passage 
over the elbow-joint, form the chief landmarks. This. 
situation is chosen for several reasons. If one gets 
higher there is more of the muscular tissue of the pec- 
toralis transversus to be incised, and in attempting to: 
operate near the elbow-joint there is the risk of injuring 
that or pricking the radial artery ; besides, in this situ- 
ation there is a branch given off to supply some of the 
muscles at the back of the radius which it is not wise to 
excise unless we have particular reason for so doing, on 
account of the liability to atrophy as a sequel. If one 
gets lower the nerve is difficult to find, as it buries 
itself deeply behind the radius between the bone and 
the flexor metacarpi internus. The hemorrhage which 
follows this incision is not usually of consequence, and 
can readily be checked by pressure or by artery forceps. 
The edges of the wound may now with advantage be 
held apart by two blunt hooks held. by an assistant, o1 
by means of two pieces of tape or silk passed through 
either side and tied underneath the limb. 

We have now exposed to view the glistening white 
faschia covering the flexor metacarpi internus ; this 
faschia, which is exceedingly tough, must be very 
cautiously incised, wher the White median nerve will be 
exposed, showing up in striking contrast to the red fibres 
of the muscle itself. If not fortunate enough to have 
cut immediately over the nerve this latter cen be readily 
felt by passing one’s finger under the faschia. The incision 
that we have just considered is the one about which 
most care must be exercised, as here we are in close 
woximity to the posterior radial artery and vein. These, 
Coes can be distinguished from the nerve by the 
facts that the artery shows well-marked pulsations, and 
the vein isof adark purple colour and ia collapses on 
pressure. Any pressure on the nerve itself causes the 
animal to evince signs of pain unless deeply anvsthe- 
tised. The nerve lies a little in front of the vein, and 
the artery is here below each of them. This rule, how- 
ever, is not constant, as in several cases we have found 
variations. If the incision be made with an ordinary 
sharp-pointed scalpel it must be done cautiously by 
raising the faschia with forceps, and carefully guiding 
the blade with the cutting edge upwards, it is much 
safer to lightly puncture the faschia, then introduce a 
director, and make the incision upwards with a probe- 
pointed bistoury. | have attempted tearing with the 
tinger or a blunt tenaculum, but this is not a good plan 
nor easily done. ’ 

The next step is to raise the nerve and expose it te 
view, this is done by passing a blunt-pointed tenaculum 
underneath it, taking care to avoid injuring the artery 
or vein, and not to include either of these vessels; a por- 
tion of the nerve is raised from the surrounding struc 
tures and cut through with a blunt-pointed bistoury, & 
scissors, at its upper extremity, after which the lowe? 
my which falls back into the wound should be seized 
vy forceps (artery forceps are most convenient) and 
pulled as far out of the wound as possible until about 
inches can be removed. : 
The tenaculum which | have found most convenielt 
for this is one which was designed by Mr. Simpson, of 
Maidenhead ; its advantages are that its shape enables 
one to get much greater leverage, and the fact of It 
being made of metal all in one piece enables it to be 
more easily rendered aseptic. The shape of the handle, 
too, is of great advantage when withdrawing the nerve 
as by forcing it underneath one does away with the 
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from accident the underlying structures. 


necessity for using thread and also effectually protects 


if the outside of the foot was involved we usually found 


The wound is well cleansed with antiseptics and|it necessary to cut the external plantar nerve after- 
sutured, the stitches being put close together (especially | wards, but for exostoses such as splints when placed 


if one of the veins has been accidentally pricked). 


well inside the leg and situated in such a way as to cause 


Aseptic catgut is decidedly the best material to use for| pain in a part supplied by the median nerve, or for 
this, and it must be left to the discretion of the operator | chronically sprained condition of the flexor tendons, it 


as to whether it is best to suture both muscles and skin, 


certainly deserves a high place amongst the operations 


or skin only. The plan I have adopted has been to} which we are called upon to perform. — : 
suture both when the wound has been large but only the | Of course, like all neurectomies, it is not an Operation 


skin when the wound is small. 

After treatment consists in the application of plenty 
of cold water and antiseptics, releasing one or more 
sutures if necessary for drainage, and allowing a fair 
amount of exercise. 

Immediately after the operation, as soon as the animal 
has been allowed to rise, in several cases I have observed 
a peculiar trembling of the limb which has been operated 
upon, but this has disappeared after a few moments 
exercise When trotted the horse may at once shew im- 
provement or may have lost all signs of lameness ; the 
first few steps are sometimes taken in a peculiar manner 
as if the animal perceived some difference, but this 
quickly passes off, especially when the patient is put to 
a sharp trot for some little distance. It is worthy of 
note that in many cases in which improvement is only 
very slight, immediately after the operation, the lame- 
ness completely disappears as the wound heals ; this 
fact, | see, has been observed by most of those who have 
practised median neurectomy. On the 3rd or 4th day 
succeeding the operation the leg becomes swollen and 
the animal is very stiff and sore. This is reduced by the 
application of cold water and gentle exercise ; in a week 
the leg will be about normal in size again and the wound 
will be the chief object of attention. If all goes well 
this heals in from 10 days to 3 weeks, and the animal 
can be put to work ten days or so later ; the work should 
at first be very light and should be gradually increased 
until the horse is doing whatever may have been its 
customary amount. 

Now we come to the consideration of the cases in 
which this operation is likely to prove of value and to 
balance against that any bad sequel which are likely to 
ensue. The median nerve, as you will see in this dis- 
sected specimen which I have here, supplies with sen- 
sation almost the whole of the inside of the limb, it 
gives off small branches to the internal flexor of the 
metacarpus and a large branch to supply the other 
flexors of the limb. In the lower third of the radius it 
hifurcates into the external and internal plantars. As, 
however, the external plantar receives a branch from 
the ulnar nerve, section of the median does not totally 
deprive the outside of the foot of sensation. By section- 
ing the median nerve, then, below the branch which is 
given off to the flexor muscles we do away with the fear 
of causing atrophy of these muscles and deprive the 
greater part of the deeper structures on the inside of the 
limb (more particularly below the knee) of sensation. 
That the skin on both inside and outside is still some- 
what sensitive can be readily demonstrated by the aid of 
a pin; sensation in the former is due to the presence of 
an anti-brachial musculo-cutaneous branch given off 
above the seat of operation, and in the latter to the 
branch of the ulnar nerve which joins the external 
plantar. You will see, then, by a momentary study of 
the above, that the chief diseases likely to be benefitted 
are those in connection with the inner aspect of the 
bones and tendons. 

_ For diseases below the fetlock joint, such as navicular, 
ringbone, sidebones etc., there appears to me to be no 
advantage whatever over ordinary internal plantar 


which is to be indiscriminately advised. The chief 
sequel to be feared are those of softening and rupture 
of the flexor tendons, and sloughing of the hoof; but, 
according to those who have largely 1 ractised median 
neurectomy the percentage is small. It is an operation 
that is to be especially advised in those cases of exos- 
toses situated under the inside of theknee on the cannon 
bone, and chronic tendinitis, in which all other known 
methods of treatment have failed, and all of us in prac- 
tice in large towns know how frequently these cases 
oceur. In London, amongst the class of worn out cab 
and cart horses such as one gets in the Free Clinique | 
can testify most emphatically as to its value out of an 
experience of some 38 cases In which tive were operated 
upon in both fore legs. Some of these cases have now 
been at work for more than twelve months since the 
operation ; I traced most of them up a short time ago 
and could not detect any difference in their action, nor 
had the owners noticed any difference between the legs 
operated upon and the others. 

Of these 38 cases, and some of them were apparently 
quite incurable ones with other methods of treat- 
ment, we were able to send 31 back to work (the 
majority of these showing no lameness whatever), two 
are still under treatment, two were not at all improved, 
and I have been unable to trace the remaining three. 
At present there has been no rupture of tendons or 
sloughing of the hoof. That the latter may, however, 
occur | am able toassert from a communication recently 
made toa French journal in which one case has occurred 
out of 32 operations—not a large percentage. 

In cases of chronic tendonitis alone the prognosis 
may always be good ; this is shewn by the experience of 
foreign authors and it is also our experience in our Free 
Clinique. If complicated by splints situated well on 
the inside, or if the lameness be due to splints alone (es- 
pecially if in the above mentioned situation) the prog- 
nosis may also be good. 

If the lameness be due or partially due to complica- 
tions of exostoses on the lower part of the fetlock, ring- 
bone, sidebone, or navicular disease then it will fre- 
quently be found that the ordinary external plantar 
neurectomy will also have to be practised. In cases, 
however, of exostoses on upper part of fetlock, where 
the exostoses would remain in close proximity to the cut 
end of the internal plantar, be likely to cause irritation, 
one can with advantage perform median on the 
inside. 

Before concluding a few words are necessary about 
instruments. The only ones we used for the first) few 
operations were a scalpel and foreeps, blunt spreaders, 
tenaculum, scissors, and a curved needle, but one can 
with advantage add to those a director, blunt pointed 
bistoury, two or three artery forceps and another tenacu- 
lum. It is always wise too to have a tourniquet at 
hand. 

Lastly, | have here for the inspection of those who 
care tosee them a tabulated list of the operations that 
we have already performed showing the lesions present, 
the immediate and ultimate results, the respective dates 
on which the operations were performed, and the animals 


neurectomy, and we have the disadvantage of having | sent to work. 
innecessarily deprived a large part of the limb of its | 


nerve supply. When testing its value for these diseases, 
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‘ iag- Immediate When fit for 
Dee | sage Lesions Present. | work. Remarks. 
1895. 

1 Oct. 5 | pony, aged Sprained and thickened | Chronic No. lameness | Relapsed, pro-| Animal was 
tendon; overshot fet-| tendinitis bably owing | eventually 
lock to mechani- | destroyed 

cal causes 

2 Oct. 16 | cab mare Exostosis on inside can- | Exostoses Improvement} Nov. 11th In regular 
non bone and fetlock no lameness work ever 

since 

3 Oct. 29 | cab mare, Exostosis on inside fet- | Exostoses Too dark to | Early in De- | In regular 

aged lock and cannon bone see cember no work ever 
lameness since 

4 Nov. 16 | pony, 6 years) Large splint and chain | The splint No lameness | Dec. 16th In regular 
of exostoses on cannon work ever 

1896 bone since 
d Jan. 17 | pony, 8 or 9 | Exostosis inside fetlock | The exostosis | Too dark to Dec, 11th no | Met with acci- 
years joint see lameness dent shortly 
afterwards 
and was 
destroyed 

6 Jan. 27 | cab gelding | Exostoses. inside fetlock | The exostosis | Too dark to Jan. 7 Worked until 

joint see April when © 
colic caused 
death 

7 Jan. 28 | pony, aged Exostosis on internal Exostosis No improve- | No improve- | Was sold and 
aspect of carpus ment ment a lost sight of 

month later 

8 Feb. 3. | cab mare, Exostosis on posteo- Exostosis Shght March 3 In regular 

9 years internal aspect of improvement work ever 
carpus since 

H] Feb. 5 \cab mare,'aged| Exostosis inside fetlock | Probably all | Decided About March | In regular 
and knee; chronically improvement] 8th work ever 
sprained and thickened since 
tendons 

10 | Feb. 11 | cab gelding, | Chronically sprained and| Probably all | Very slight About March | Worked at in- 

| 7 years thickened tendons, improvement| 10th . tervals for 10 
| ringbone, splint wks, and was 
then sold 

29 cab gelding | Chronically sprained Chronic Slight Early in April] In regular 

| ten years tendons, ringbone tendonitis improvement} work ever 
since 

12.) ‘Mar. 16 | cart mare, Very large splint and | Splint No lameness | Early in April) In regular 

6 years ringbone work ever 
since 

13 Mar.18 | van gelding, | Very large splint The splint No lameness | Early in April) In regular 

aged work ever 
since 

l4 April 2 | van gelding, | Chronically sprained and) Chronic ten- | No lameness Early in May! In regular 

aged thickened tendons, donitis in in either leg work ever 
both forelegs both fore since 

15 | April2 | pony, aged | Chronically sprained and| Chronic ten- | No lameness | Early in May| In regular 

thickened tendons, donitis and work ever 
ringboneand chain of | splints since 
splints 

16 | April 20 | cab mare, Large splint, ringbones, | Splint and Great May 19, no | In regular 

aged and chronically chronic ten- impiovement| lameness work ever 
sprained and thickened} donitis since 
tendons on each foreleg 
17 | April 21 | pony, aged Navicular disease Navicular No lameness | In May Was sent to 
| disease work, but 
| owner unable 
to be traced 
18 | April 25 cab mare, Splint Splint Slight Still lame Unable to 
aged improvement} May 18, but | trace further 
| J wound not 
‘ yet healed 
19 | April 27 | cab mare, Ringbone large exostoses! Probably each| No lameness | May 27 or 28 | In regular 
aged on inside and outside | and all work ever 
of fetlock and part of since 
knee 
20 | April 29 | cart gelding, | Splint Splint Great End of May | In regular 
| aged improvement| no lameness work ever 
since 
21 | April 29 | cab gelding | Small ringbone, and Probably Much worse, | May 17 no In regular 
| aged low sprain of tendons | chronic struggled a | lameness work ever 
tendonitis great deal since 
when cast and 
probably 
| caused this 
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diag- mmediz Wh fit to 
toot] pate. | | Lesions Present. Lamenons ding: When toe 
22 | April 29 | cab gelding, | Large splint on each Splints Slight im- | June 17 no 
| aged foreleg provement | lameness 
in each leg 
23 | June cab mare, Navicular disease, both | Navicular No lameness End of June 
Be aged fore disease no lameness 
5 24 June 15 | cab gelding, | Ringbone, chronic ten- Chronic | Not noticed In July no 
10 or 12 yrs.|  donitis tendonitis lameness 
ee 25 | June 19 | pony, aged Chronic tendonitis and | Probably both Improvement Relapsed 
large ringbones and perhaps 
also me- 
chanical 
a 
2 26 June 22 | van mare, Splint | Splint Improvement | July 9 no 
a é 9 or 10 yrs. | lameness 
. 27 | July 16 | cab mare Exostosis inside knee Exostosis Still lame, 
bones Improvement} July 30, but 
wound not yet 
healed 
28 July 17 | cab mare, Ringbone and navicular | Probably both Not noticed August 7 not 
aged disease improved so 
| performed 
| ordinary plan- 
| tar neurec- 
| | tomy 
29 | July 17 | cab gelding, | Exostosison antero- = Theexostosis Walked better) First week in 
l4orl5 yrs. internal aspect of knee | August no 
lameness 
; 30 | July 20 | cab gelding, | Splint and thickened | Splint and No lameness | Last week in 
) aged, _ tendons, both forelegs | chronic ten. August 
; | donitis 
31 July 29 | cart gelding, Very large splint | Splint proba- No improve- | Oct. 21, im- 
7 years bly, partly ment proved though 
mechanical still lame, has 
| interference now a decided 
ringbone 
32 Aug.10 | cab mare, _ Ringbone, exostoses in | Probably each Improvement! Aug. 17 wound 
Sor9 years side and outside fet- | contributed healing well 
lock, and navicular 
disease 
| 
y 33 Aug. 13 | trap gelding, , Ringbone, chain splints, Undecided | Slight Aug.28toolame 
a 10 or 12 yrs. exostoses inside and _ improvement! for work ex- 
outside fetlock cised external | 
plantar; great, 
| improvement 
34 | Aug. 21 | cab gelding, { Splint | Splint Improvement) Sept. 4. 
aged 
35 | Aug. 21 | pony, 6 yrs Large diffused splint Splint No improve. | Sept. 3 lame- 
a under knee and tendons ment ness only very 
slight, wound | 
e 42 | not yet healed 
a 36 Aug. 26 | cab mare Ringbone, splint | Splint No lameness | | 
| 
r z 37 Nov. 18 | cab mare, Chain splints, thickened Chronic ten- | Great | 
aged tendens, and ringbone donitls and | improvement. | 
splints 
4 38 | Nov. 20 | cart mare, Exostosis knee, chronic Both Improvement} Still under | 
5 yrs. tendonitis | treatment 


Messrs. MeGregor, H. Hunter, W. Hunter, E. Elphick, 
and Prof. W. O. Williams, took part in the discussions 
which followed, and Prof. Hobday replied. He then 
gave a short account of the application of anwsthetics 
to the dog. Mr. Moore and Dr. Hunter also spoke on 
the subject. 

Mr. Hunrer, seconded by Mr. Ex:puick, moved a 


All the animals were exceedingly lame before the operations were performed, 


Remarks, 


In regular 
work ever 
since 

Unable to be 
traced 


In regular 
work ever 
since 

Was unable to 
persuade 
owner to con- 
sent to ulnar 
or external 
plantar 
neurectomy 

In regular 
work ever 
since 

Unable to 
trace further 


No lameness 
after the 
plantar 
operation 


In regular 

work ever 
since 

In regular 
work ever 
since 

Still under 
treatment 
(Sept.) 


Advised plan- 
tar neurec- 
tomy, but 
unable to 
trace further 
as owner did 
not return 

Was sent for 
slow work at 
end of Sept. 


In regular 
work ever 
since 


Have not seen 


owner since 


Have not seen 

‘owner since 

Still under 
treatment 


hearty vote of thanks to Prof. Hobday, which was 
carried unanimously, 
Mr. Nisper showed an interesting case of dichotomy 
ina foal. A vote of thanks to the president terminated 
the proceedings. 
The members were afterwards entertained to tea by 


the President. 
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, . iag- mediate When fit for 
ng Date. Lesions Present. work. Remarks. 
1895. 

1 Oct. 5 | pony, aged Sprained and thickened | Chronic No lameness | Rela ,pro-} Animal was 
tendon; overshot fet-| tendinitis ’ bably owing} eventually 
lock to mechani- | destroyed 

cal causes 

2 Oct. 16 | cab mare Exostosis on inside can- | Exostoses Improvement| Nov. 11th In regular 
non bone and fetlock no lameness work ever 

since 

3 Oct. 29 | cab mare, Exostosis on inside fet- | Exostoses Too dark to | Early in De- | In regular 

aged lock and cannon bone see cember no work ever 
lameness since 

4 Nov. 16 | pony, 6 years| Large splint and chain} The splint No lameness | Dec. 16th In regular 
of exostoses on cannon work ever 

1896 bone since 
5 Jan. 17 | pony, 8 or 9 | Exostosis inside fetlock | The exostosis | Too dark to | Dec, 11th no | Met with acci- 
years joint see lameness dent shortly 
afterwards 
and was 
destroyed 

6 Jan. 27 | cab gelding | Exostoses. inside fetlock | The exostosis | Too dark to Jan. 7 Worked until 

joint see April when 
colic caused 
death 

7 Jan. 28 | pony, aged Exostosis on internal Exostosis No improve- | Noimprove- | Was sold and 

aspect of carpus ment ment & | lost sight of 
month later 
8 Feb. 3 | cab mare, Exostosis on posteo- | Exostosis Shght March 3 In regular 
9 years internal aspect of improvement work ever 
carpus : since 
9 Feb. 5 |cab mare, 'aged| Exostosis inside fetlock | Probably all | Decided About March | In regular 
and knee; ‘chronically improvement| 8th work ever 
sprained and thickened since 
tendon¢ 
10 Feb. 11 | cab gelding, | Chronically sprained and| Probably all | Very slight About March | Worked at in- 
7 years thickened tendons, improvement| 10th — tervals for 10 
ringbone, splint wks, and was 
then sold 
11 | Feb. 29 | cab gelding | Chronically sprained Chronic Slight Early in April) In regular 
ten years tendons, ringbone tendonitis improvement| work ever 
since 
12 | Mar. 16 | cart mare, Very large splint and | Splint No lameness | Early in April! In regular 
6 years ringbone work ever 
since 
13 | Mar.18 | van gelding, | Very large splint The splint No lameness | Earlyin April) In regular 
aged work ever 
since 
14 | April 2 | van gelding, | Chronically sprained and} Chronic ten- | No lameness Early in May} In regular 
aged thickened tendons, donitis in in either leg work ever 
both foreleys both fore since 
15 | April2 | pony, aged | Chronically sprained and| Chronic ten- | No lameness Early in May | In regular 
thickened tendons, donitis and work ever 
ringboneand chain of | splints since 
splints 
16 | April 20 | cab mare, Large splint, ringbones, | Splint and Great May 19, no In regular 
aged and chronically chronic ten- imp:ovement| lameness work ever 
sprained and thickened! donitis since 
tendons on each foreleg 
17 | April 21 | pony, aged Navicular disease Navicular No lameness | In May ‘| Was sent to 
disease work, but 
owner unable 
to be traced 
18 | April 25 | cab mare, Splint Splint Slight Still lame Unable to 
aged improvement} May 18, but | trace further 
wound not 
4 yet healed 
19 | April 27 | cab mare, Ringbone large exostoses| Probably each} No lameness | May 27 or 28 | In regular 
aged on inside and outside | and all work ever 
of fetlock and part of since 
knee 
20 | April 29 | cart gelding, | Splint Splint Great End of May | In regular 
aged improvement] nolameness | work ever 
since 
21 | April 29 | cab gelding | Small ringbone, and Probably Much worse, | May 17 no In regular 
aged low sprain of tendons | chronic struggled a lameness work ever 
tendonitis great deal since 
when cast and 
probably 
caused this 
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No, of 
Case. 


22 


23 


24 


26 


27 


28 


31 


32 


Date. | animal; ae. Lesions Present. °F Remarks 
April 29 | cab gelding, | Large splint on each Splints Slight im- June 17 no In regular 
aged fore leg rovement lameness work ever 
} in each leg since 
June 4&6} cab mare, Navicular disease, both | Navicular No lameness | End of June | Unable to be 
aged fore disease nolameness | traced 
June 15 | cab gelding, | Ringbone, chronic ten- | Chronic Not noticed In July no In regular 
10 or 12 yrs.) donitis tendonitis lameness work ever 
since 
June 19 | pony, aged Chronic tendonitis and | Probably both Improvement Relapsed Was unable to 
large ringbones and perhaps persuade 
, also me- owner to con- 
' chanical sent to ulnar 
or external 
| plantar 
neurectomy 
June 22 | van mare, Splint | Splint Improvement | July 9 no In regular 
9 or 10 yrs. lameness work ever 
since 
July 16 | cab mare Exostosis inside knee Exostosis Still lame, Unable to 
bones Improvement} July 30, but | trace further 
wound not yet 
| healed 
July 17 | cab mare, Ringbone and navicular | Probably both Not noticed | August 7 not! No lameness 
aged disease improved so | after the 
| performed plantar 
ordinary plan-| operation 
tar neurec- 
| tomy 
July 17 | cab gelding, Exostosison antero- | Theexostosis Walked better! First week in| In regular 
l4orl15 yrs. interna) aspect of knee | August no | work ever 
lameness since 
July 20 | cab gelding, | Splint and thickened | Splint and No lameness | Last week in| In regular 
aged, tendons, both forelegs | chronicten- | August work ever 
donitis since 
July 29 | cart gelding, Very large splint Splint proba- No improve- | Oct. 21, im- | Still under 
7 years bly, partly ment proved though} treatment 
mechanical still lame, has; (Sept.) 
interference — now a decided 
| ringbone 
Aug.10 | cab mare, | Ringbone, exostoses in | Probably each Improvement} Aug.17 wound! Advised plan- 
Sor9 years | side and outside fet- | contributed healing well tar neurec- 
| lock, and navicular tomy, but 
| disease unable to 
trace further 
as owner did 
j not return 
Aug. 13 | trap gelding, ; Ringbone, chain splints, Undecided Slight Aug.28toolame, Was sent for 
10 or 12 yrs. exostoses inside and | improvement) for work ex- slow work at 
outside fetlock | cised external end of Sept. 
| plantar; great, 
| improvement 
Aug. 21 | cab gelding, { Splint | Splint Improvement Sept. 4. | In regular 
aged | work ever 
| since 
Aug. 21 | pony, 6 yrs Large diffused splint | Splint No improve- | Sept. 3 lame- | Have not seen 
under knee and tendons. ment ness only very owner since 
slight, wound | 
not yet healed 
Aug. 26 | cab mare Ringbone, splint | Splint No lameness Have not seen 
| ‘ owner since 
Nov. 18 | cab mare, Chain splints, thickened Chronic ten- | Great | Still under 
aged tendons, and ringbone | a and improvement | treatment 
| splints 
Nov. 20 | cart mare, Exostosis knee, chronic Both Improvement | Still under 
5 yrs. tendonitis | treatment | 


All the animals were exceedingly lame before the operations were performed. 


Messrs. McGregor, H. Hunter, W. Hunter, E. Elphick, 


and Prof. W. O. 
which followed, 


Williams, took part in the discussions 
and Prof. Hobday replied. 


He then 


gave a short,account of the application of anzsthetics 


to the dog. Mr. Moore and 


the subject. 
Mr. Hunrer, seconded by Mr. Expuick, moved a 


r. Hunter also spoke on 


hearty vote of thanks to Prof. Hobday, which was 


carried unanimously. 


Mr. Nisbet showed an interesting case of dichotomy 


in a foal. 
the proceedings. 


A vote of thanks to the president terminated 


The members were afterwards entertained to tea by 


the President. 
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ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held on ag « November 27th, at 10 
Red Lion Square, London. The President (Mr. A. L. 
Butters) occupied the chair; and there were also present: 
Sir Henry Simpson, Professor Pritchard, Messrs. J. 
Sutcliffe Hurndall (hon. sec.), Jas. P. S. Walker (hon. 
treas.), Albert Wheatley, F. W. Wragg, G. A. Lepper, 
H. G. Rogers, F. W. Dowell, Sydney H.Slocock, James 
F. Simpson, W. J. Mulvey, Wm. Wilson, and G. E. 
King ; and Messrs. E. L. Stroud and J ohn Caldwell 
(visitors). 

The minutes of the last ordinary meeting were taken 
as read ; and the hon. sec. read the minutes of a special 
meeting at Reading on the 24th July, at which steps 
were taken to welcome to Reading the National Veteri- 
nary Society on the occasion of the Congress at that 
town next summer. Mr. Hurndall further reported the 
steps he had taken as secretary and treasurer of the 
Entertainment Fund Committee appointed on that 
occasion, from which it appeared that the response to 
his circulars was a satisfactory one, although 22 members 
had not yet reptied. 

After some discussion the minutes and report were 


approved. 


he Hon. T'REASURER’S annual report , showed a 
balance of £90 4s, 2d. brought forward, and members’ 
subscriptions received during the year £27 6s. Accounts 


had been paid to the total amount of £31 4s. 2d., leav 


ing a present balance of £86 6s. There were 54 mem- 
bers on his roll, but of these 14 had not paid during the 


present year. The report was adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT said they were all aware that next 
year the Royal Counties Society would figure very con- 
spicuously, and it was necessary they should have a 

The gentlemen 

next on the roll for election were Mr. Rogers and Mr. T. 
Lepper, but he understood both those gentlemen had 
Under the circumstances, and 

as Mr. Wheatley was chairman of the Provisional Com- 
mittee for the reception of the National Society, he had 
much pleasure in proposing Sir Henry Simpson as 


president of local weight and influence. 


declined to take office. 


president for the ensuing year. 
Mr. WALKER seconded, | 


Prof. PrrrcHarD asked if they were to understand 
that because Mr. Wheatley was chairman of the Local 


Committee he was not eligible for election ? 
The CHAIRMAN did not say he was not eligible. 


Mr. Rocers said with a view of testing the question 


he would propose the election of Mr. Wheatley. 
Mr. KING seconded. 


_ Sir H. Simpson said he would not think of standing 
in opposition to Mr. Wheatley. As the meeting of the 
National was to be held at Reading this year in his 
judgment, as he had previously ing ap himself, Mr. 

e president, and to 
| ered. He asked the proposer and 
seconder to withdraw his name, as nothing would giv 
him greater pleasure than to see Mr. Wheatley president 
on that eventful occasion. He pledged him and them 
that he would support him in every way he possibly 


heatley was the 


" roper person to 
that he strictly adh 


could. (Applause.) 
Mr. 
president for the ensuing year. 


_Mr. G. A. Lepper said Mr. Hurndall had written to 
his son, who shared the feeling that it would be much 


better tor Mr. Wheatley to be appointed. 
Mr. HuRNDALL an 


refusal from Mr. T. Lepper. 


WHEATLEY would propose Mr. Tom Lepper as 


he had received an absolute 


Mr. WHEATLEY was then elected unanimously, and 
amid cordial acclamation. 
The new PRESIDENT said he thanked them, and he 
would do his best. (Applause.) 

The following: a were unanimously elected as 
' vice-presidents: Mr. Butters, Mr. T. Lepper, Mr. Slo- 
cock, and Mr. Walter Western. 
Mr. J. F. Smpson said it gave him great pleasure to 
ag the re-election of Mr. Walker as their treasurer. 
Mr. Walker was old in office: though not in years. 
(Applause). 
of. PRITCHARD seconded, and the motion was passed 
with unanimous acclaim. 
Mr. Wixson said that if they had an energetic man, 
and one who would do his best for the Association, it 
was their duty to stick by him, and therefore he had 
very great pleasure in ‘eae the re-election of their 
secretary, Mr. Hurndall. 
Mr. WraaeG having seconded the motion, it also was 
carried unanimously and with applause. 
Mr. HurNDALL was much obliged to the Society for 
that renewal of their confidence. 


EXEMPTION FROM JURY SERVICE. 


The Hon. Sec read correspondence arising out of a 
resolution on this subject passed at a recent meeting of 
the Royal Counties Association. _ He duly forwarded 
that resolution to Mi. Hill, and on July 14th that 
gentleman wrote acknowledging receipt of the letter and 
resolution, and saying “it will give me much pleasure to 
place the same before the Council at its next meeting.” 
On the 3rd Nov. Mr. Hill said: It was resolved by the 
Council that the Solicitor should be asked to report at 
the next Council meeting the steps which should be 
taken for, and the probable cost of, obtaining an Act of 
Parliament to exempt veterinary surgeons from acting 
on Juries. 

Apologies for inability to attend the meeting were 
then announced from Messrs. E. C. Howard, Villar, W. 
G. Flanagan, and H. G. Lepper. 


PLACE oF NEXT MEETING.. 
On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Wheat- 
ley, it was resolved unanimously that the next (Febru- 
ary) meeting of the Association be held at Reading. 
Professor PRITCHARD then delivered an address which 


was carefully listened to and much appreciated, the 
report of which together with the discussion that 


followed thereon will appear in a future issue. 
Thanks to the President for his conduct in the chair 


closed the meeting. 
J. SUTCLIFFE HURNDALL, Hon. See. 


REVIEW. 


THE LAW OF HORSES. 


Oliphant’s ‘‘ Law of Horses,” which was first pub- 
lished in 1847 has always held its place as the stand- 
“lard book of reference on the subject. This new 
edition (the fifth) has been edited and brought up to 
date by Clement I. Lloyd, Esq., B.A., of the Inner 
Temple. Owing partly to the course of legislation 
and partly to the increase of case-law very consider- 
able alterations have been necessitated. Owing also 
to the passing of the Sale of Goods Act 1893 and to 
the Gaming Act of 1892, this edition may almost be 
looked upon as a new book. 


The arrangement of the subject is clear and 
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simple. A first class index enables anyone to refer 
at once to the subject about which he desires infor- 
mation. Probably few men not lawyers will do more 
than use the book for occasional reference, but veter- 
inary surgeons may well read and study many chap- 
ters so that they may grasp the essential points 
necessary for them to act upon in cases of medico- 
legal import. The very various subjects treated of 
are arranged under three heads : 

lst. (Contracts concerning horses, which, including 
the bargain and sale of chattels, comprises the law 
of buying, selling, and exchanging ; the doctrine of 
unsoundness and vice, the law of warranty and false 
representation ; the privileges and liabilities of inn- 
keepers, livery stable keepers, farriers, trainers, veter- 
inary surgeons etc., and hiring, borrowing and carry- 
ing horses. 

Qnd. Negligence in the use of horses ete., which in- 
cludes the criminal and civil liabilities incurred 
through negligent driving or keeping ferocious and 
vicious animals, and the liability of parties in hunt- 
ing or trespassing on the lands of another. 
3rd. Liacing, wagers and yaming—a division, we 
suppose, of no interest to veterinary surgeons. 

The introduction is a concise and most interesting 
essay on the question of warranty, the dangers of 
giving one, the special difficulty in relation to horses, 
the question of unsoundness and the examination by 


difficulty experienced in horse-dealing arises, in a 
great measure, from the loose manner in which such 
transactions are conducted, and from the thoughtless | 
manner in which people give warranties; and we 

generally find that the smaller a man’s knowledge | 
may be with regard to horses the more ready he is to | 
warrant, little knowing the responsibility he is thus | 
fixing upon himself.” To this we would only add 
one more difficulty—that the buyer who knows least 

always wants most, and thinks he has been cheated 
whenevera temporary defect developes within a month 

or two of purchase. 

Concerning veterinary certificates it is said— 
“When a horse is free from hereditary disease, is in 
the possession of his natural and constitutional health 
and has as much bodily perfection as is consistent 
with his natural formation, a veterinary surgeon may 
safely certify him to be sound. But as there is in 
most horses some slight alteration in structure, either 
from disease, accident, or work, a veterinary surgeon 
in giving bis certificate had much better describe the 
actual state of the horse and the probable conse- 
quences, without mentioning soundness or unsound- 
ness at all, and so let the purchaser buy him or not 
as he may be advised.” 

This is doubtless good sound legal advice, but un- 
fortunately clients are not always satisfied. A letter 
on these lines is most acceptable to a client who 
knows the writer and has confidenc2, but we meet 
too many who think some special virtue resides in the 
words or unsound.” 

Probably most of us trim between the advice of 
Oliphant and the necessities of business by passing 
slight defects in the words “sound with the excep- 
tion of ete.”” Two things are clear—that we should 


not write ‘practically sound’ and that we should 
mention all defects and qualify them by an opinion 
as to their gravity. 

In the section on veterinary surgeons a curious 
error occurs-—the very common one of confusing the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons with the Royal 
Veterinary College. ‘‘ The Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons was founded in the year 1791 and 
received a charter of incorporation in the year 1845.” 
The facts are that the Royal Veterinary College was 
founded in 1791 and that the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons was incorporated in 1844. The cases 
of using the words ‘ Veterinary Forge’’ and 
“Veterinary Chemist ”’ are referred to, but very little 
is said about actions for negligence or mal-practice to 
which we are liable. No reference is made to the 
| Vivisection Act nor to the Cruelty to Animals Act 
but the provisions of the Animals Diseases Act are 
considered. 

A number of points in connection with the farrier’s 
trade are referred to. A farrier cannot refuse to shoe 
_a horse when brought to him ata reasonable time 
and is liable to an action for damages if loss follows 
‘his refusal. A farrier is liable for his want of skill 
if it leads to injury; he may detain a horse for the 
| price of his shoeing but only for each particular 
| shoeing. He must feed and take proper care of any 
horse so detained. 


veterinary surgeons. From this we cannot refrain’ Some very hard cases have been decided against 


from making two quotations “The vexation and | farriers for ‘“‘pricking ’’ horses, and veterinary sur- 


gecns know that such cases are sometimes fairly 
classed as unavoidable accidents. Liability only 
exists when ‘ the operation has been performed un- 
skilfully and improperly.”’ 

The chapter on unsoundness and vice should be 
carefully read. The decisions are ‘‘case-law’”’ and 
no doubt would not be now upset without very strong 
evidence against them. Many are founded on evi- 
dence that veterinarians would now hardly accept. 
Space does not allow or we should like to quote many 
passages from this chapter. A distinction is drawn 
between ‘‘ curby hocks”’ and ‘‘curbs.’’ Some queer 
old names are found such as ‘ Water-farcy.” 
Kidney-dropping and “ Wilrem haunch.”” The 
latter is explained to be the Lancashire name for 
‘stringhalt.’’ Farcy is said to be ‘‘ a disease of 
the absorbents of the skin and is an unsoundness. 
It is immediately connected with glanders.”” Probably 
in any newer editions the assistance of a veterinary 
surgeon will be obtained to correct some of the 
erroneous and out of date definitions of disease. 
These are, however, very small matters to find fault 
with, and have little if any effect upon the law and 
the advice given. 

No veterinary surgeon and no man whose calling 
depends upon horses can afford to disperse with this 
book. It should form part of the most meagre 
library possessed by horse-men, and will well repay 
careful study. As a book of reference when in doubt 
it is invaluable. Hardly a page, opened at random, 
has not disclosed something of interest and utility, 
and on very many we have come across information 
on subjects about which we were entirely ignorant. 

It has been well said that the man who is his own 
lawyer has a fool for a client. The use of ‘‘Oliphant’’ 
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is not to make a man his own lawyer, but to prevent 
people from cheating him, and to afford guidance in 
certain conditions where a lawyer’s opinion may be 
obtained too late to prevent an action at law. 

The book is remarkably well printed, and the price 
21s. It is published by Messrs. Sweet & Maxwell, 
Chancery Lane, London. 


A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO MEAT INSPECTION. 
By THomas M.R.C.V.S. 


This edition of Walley’s Meat Jnspection has, owing 
to the lamented death of the author, been prepared for 

ublication by his son-in-law, Professor Me ‘adyean. 

he text is practically the same as in the second edition, 
but a few paragraphs have been added and a few omit- 
ted. The reader who consults the work may therefore 
count on having the opinion of one who, while he lived, 
was perhaps the highest authority on meat inspection in 
the country. A long official connection with the Edin- 
burgh abattoir enabled Mr. Walley to gather a large 
store of information, and this is embodied in his book, 
together with his views on many matters still in 
dispute. 

When veterinary pathology is sufficiently advanced to 

’ furnish material for a scientific treatise on meat inspec- 
tion, no doubt the work will be produced. Meanwhile 
Mr. Walley’s work will serve as a very useful instructor 
to medical officers of health and other; to whom is com- 
mitted the important duty of meat inspection. 

Special praise is due to the coloured illustrations. 
Some of these are really wonderful as exact transcripts 
of pathological conditions. In particular may be men- 
tioned Fig. 17 (external surface of liver of a hen— 
tuberculosis), Fig. 21 (inferior border of lung of cow, 
showing sessile and pedunculated masses), and Fig. 30 
(inner surface of nostril, showing small excavated ulcers 
of —— The little volume is handsomely printed 
and got up, and in all respects creditable to the publisher. 
— Brit. Med. Journal. 

(Third Edition. With 45 coloured illustrations. Edin- 
burgh and London : Young J. Pentland. (Demy 8vo, pp. 
212. 10s. 6d.) 

[We have not seen this new edition so take our contem- 
porary’s notice that we may not be behindhand.—Ep.} 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


DEATH. 


We regret to announce the death of Vet.-Captain M. 
C. Mitchell which occurred at Kilkenny on ath inet. 

The deceased officer entered the Army on 14th June, 
1873, and was attached to the Royal Artillery. He 
served 11 years and 10 months in India and was present 
during Afghan Campaign of 1880, for which he was 
granted a medal ; he also served in Egypt during the 
Cam aign of 1882, and was present at the action of 

Mahuta ” and battle of “Tel-el-Keber,” for which he 
a for “ Tel-el-Keber ” and 

ronze star. He was placed on half-pay on 17th F - 
ary, 1892, owing to ill-health. al aaa) 

ARRIVALS, ETC, 
Vet. Captains J. A. Nunn and R. W. Burke arrived at 


Woolwich for duty 9th instant. 


Vet.-Lieut. J. Moore arrived from Egypt 8th instant 


for duty at home, havi | : 
path say e, ng completed his tour of foreign 


Vet.-Lieut. H. B. Knight embarked for India, 11th 
instant, to complete tour of service in that country. 

Vet.-Lieut. E. W. Larnder is posted to Newbridge for 
duty, vice Vet.-Lieut. J. T. Coley under orders for 
service in India. 


OBITUARY 


Capt. MATTHEW CLAYTON MITCHELL, M.R.C.V.S.,A.V.D. 
Graduated Edinburgh, April 17, 1873. 


Sam Wesster Martrn, M.R.C.V.8., Chesterfield. 
Graduated New Edinburgh, Jan. 23, 1885. 


Mr. Sam. Webster Martin, veterinary surgeon, Chester- 
field, died on Thursday at his residence, Ilolywell Street, 
after an illness extending over about two months. 
During the whole of that time, however, he was not 
confined to the house, and a fatal termination to his 
indisposition was not for some time anticipated. The 
services of a specialist were called in, but the deceased 
succumbed to dropsy. The deceased was only 33 years 
of age, and leaves a widow and four children.— Derby 


Mereury. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL. 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS. 


Dr. Barry Tuks, Chairman of the Educational Com- 
mittee, presented a report of that body on the motion 
passed in June last to this effect :— 


“That the Educational Committee be requested to 
consider whether the time has not come for erasing from 
the list of recognised preliminary examinations the 
Examination for a Second-class Certificate (of, First or 
Second Division) of the College of Preceptors.” 


This motion, he said, had been under the very careful 
consideration of the committee, and they had come 
unanimously to the conclusion that they could not re- 
commend the adoption of the proposal it contained. The 
existing regulations had only been in force since 1892, 
and it had been the custom of the Council to allow some 
time before judging their effect. Besides they had 
reason to believe that there had been a certain amount 
of improvement in the general standard of preliminary 
examination. The main objection, however, was that 
the motion only referred to one examination. It did 
not take into account the analogous examinations con- 
ducted by the Educational Institute of Scotland, the 
lower grade examination of the Scotch Education De 
- the junior examinations of the Intermediate 
{ducation Board of Ireland, the preliminary examina 
tion conducted by the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Ireland, or the junior local examinations 
conducted by the various universities. In the opinio! 

of the committee it would be inexpedient to make more 
stringent the conditions applicable to one of the recog 

nised examinations without imposing the same restr 

tion on the other examinations of the same grade 

Though a general raising of the standard might be con 

sidered advisable in itself, it was manifest that in fall: 

ness to young men and women who were now preparing 

to enter on a course of medical study, it could not be u 

troduced without ample notice. The committee wer 

therefore, of opinion that it was inexpedient at the ol 
sent time to make an isolated change in the requireme 
such as that suggested in the Council’s resolution. 
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time, however, appeared to have come when the whole 
subject of preliminary examinations should be re-con- 
sidered. They recognised that the object of the resolu- 
tion on which this report was founded was doubtless to 
raise the standard all over the country. Whilst warmly 
sympathising with this object the committee had felt it 
to be their duty to place certain considerations before 
the Council which might possibly influence its decision. 
They accordingly recommended that the Council in- 
struct the Education Committee to formulate a scheme 
which, as approved or amended by the Council, might 
become applicable on Jan. Ist, 1900. The report of the 
committee would be presented to the Council at the 
November meeting of 1897. The recommendations of 
the Committee were :— 

“1, That the Council should represent to all bodies 
whose junior examinations in general education are re- 
cognised, that it desires that the stringency of the pass 
requirements in these examinations should gradually be 
increased. 

“2. That the Council instruct the committee to con- 
sider the requirements of the several Junior Preliminary 
Examinations now recognised by the Council, and to re- 

rt on the steps that may be necessary for enforcing a 
igher and more uniform standard therein ; and the re- 
commendations which the committee may propose with 
this object be brought before the Council at the Novem- 
ber Session of 1897, in order that if approved that may 
be brought into force on Jan. 1, 1900.” 


He begged to move the adoption of the first recommen- 


Dr. MacALister seconded this motion. 

The first recommendation of the committee was then 
put to the Council and carried unanimously. 

Dr. THORNE THORNE, speaking to the second recom- 
mendation, said he saw no reason why the new scheme 
should not come into operation until 1900. If this inter- 
val were allowed there would be an inrush of ill-educated 
boys such as would stamp the profession for the next 
quarter of a century. He fees to move that the re- 
commendation be amended so as to read that the new 
scheme’ come into operation at the earliest practical 
opportunity. 

his amendment was accepted by Dr. Batty Tuke’ 
= = recommendation thus altered was adopted by the 
‘ouneil. 


RECVOGNITIAN OF SHORTHAND IN EXAMINATIONS. 


At the meeting of the General Medical Council, Dr. 
Batty Tuke, on behalf of the Education Committee, 
submitted a report on the recognition of shorthand as a 
subject in the preliminary examinations. It appeared to 
the committee that if shorthand was to be recognised at 
allit would he best to regard it as a special kind of 
handwriting. The examining bodies might be empowered 
to assign to the subject marks not exceeding 5 per cent. 
of the total marks obtainable in the section of the pre- 
liminary examination dealing with English. He proposed 
the adoption of the recommendation :— 


_ That the following note be appended to the Regula- 
tions under the heading ‘ English Language, including 
Grammar and Composition’ :—‘ Marks. not exceeding 
» per cent. of the total marks obtainable in this section 
of the examination may be assigned to candidates who 
show a competent knowledge of shorthand.” 


€ recomme i ‘ 
adopted. endation was put to the Council and 


Rabies and the Lille Pasteur Institute. 


Be, patient ening, from rabies was treated last Octo- 
ver at the Pasteur Institute at Lille. The dog which 


may not be looked u 


treatment for a time and then ceased, being seized by 
intermittent fever contracted at Tonkin. Last Saturda 
Tibodo had a violent attack of hydrophobia and died. 
The Lille Pasteur Institute sent a note to the papers 
stating that is the first death since the Institute has been 
founded. Two hundred and ninety-four people have 
been treated without one single death ensuing. Dr. 


continued his treatment his death from hydrophobia 
would not have occurred. 


Royal Commission on Tuberculosis. 


The Royal Commission on Tuberculosis at Ne. 7, White- 
hall Place, on December 2nd and 8rd. ‘Che members pre- 
sent were: Sir Herbert E. Maxwell, Bart., M.P., Dr. R. 
Thorne ‘'horne, C.B., F.R.S., Professor Brown, C.B., Mr. 
Shirley, F, Murphy, Mr. Cooke Trench, D.L., Mr. John 
Speir, and Mr. F. M. Legge, secretary. On Wednesday the 
whole sitting was taken up with the evidence of Mr. Field, 
M.P., President of the National Federation of Butchers 
and Meat Traders’ Associations. On Thursday the evidence 
was taken of Dr. Sedgwick Saunders, Medical Officer of 
Health for the City of London; Mr. Territt, Senior Meat 
Inspector of Smithfield Market; and of Mr. Rayment, 
F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector of the Cattle Market, 
Islington. The Commissioners sat again on Friday, with 
as witnesses Dr. Hope, Medical Officer of Health of Liver- 
pool; and Professor McFadyean, Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College, Camden Town, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


MR. MAYALL AND EQUINE LOCOMOTION, 
SIR, 
Mr. Mayall no doubt meant well in attempting to 
teach you how to edit your paper and to instruct the 
author of “ Points of the Horse ” in the ethies of journal- 
ism. Had Captain Hayes transgressed the rules I feel 
sure you would not have allowed his letter to appear in 
your columns. 
If it is a fact that Major Fred Smith “has done more 
to enlighten the modern veterinarian about the paces of 
the horse” than Marey, we are to suppose that the 
modern English veterinarian never reads a book that is 
not expressly written for him. 
Marey published as early as 1878, La Machine 
Animale, which contained the first true description of 
the various paces of the horse. Shortly after its appear- 
ance, a translation was made of that great work into 
English and was published in London at the modest 
price of five shillings. 
Your readers will evidently understand that I cannot 
pursue further the somewhat invidious comparison star- 
ted by Mr. Mayall between Marey and Major Smith 
unless Mr. Mayall states he has Major Smith’s permis 
sion to advance the claim made last week on his 
behalf. 
I note with regret the sneer made by Mr. Mayall re- 
specting Captain Hayes’ enumeration of foreign authori- 
ties on equine locomotion. Mr. Mayall does not appear 
to be in touch with the literary world or he would be 
aware that Capt. Hayes’ reading is not limited to that of 
english authors. 

Now that the four years course is a fatt accompli it 

asa breach of manners among 

veterinary surgeons if a foreign book is quoted. 
Toreturn to the original contention, | need hardly say 


that in all the leading papers notices of books in the 
press are supplied to editors, and feel sure that the’ 
announcement of a new edition of “ Points of the Horse’ 


intlieted the bite had killed several rats and then at- 


was of interest to your readers as it was to myself. 
Haroip LEENEY. 


tacked his master, Victor Tibodo, who followed the 


Calmette, the Director, believes that if Tibodo had 
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PROF. McFADYEAN ON TUBERCULOSIS. 
SI 

: your excerpt from The Newcastle Daily Leader, 
uublished in Whe Veterinary Record for 28th ult., we 
find Prof. McFadyean camel. in his reply, as stating that 
“There was no relation between human consumption 
and tuberculosis.” I wish to ask therefore, through the 
medium of your paper, Does Prof. McFadyean mean to 
enunciate the above as a recognised fact among patholo- 
gists anent tuberculosis /—I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

J. DuNcAN MILLER. 
Tollcross, N.B. 
11th Dec., 1896. 


RINDERPEST AND THE ENGLISH HIDE AND 
WOOL TRADE. 

SIR 

I enclose a cutting entitled “ nog gn and the 
English Hide and Wool Trade.” You will observe that 
the Board of Agriculture intimate, in reply to the 
Leicester Agricultural Society, “That there was practi- 
cally no risk attaching to the importation of hides or 
wool from South Africa.” I think this, to say the least 
of it, is “drawing it a little too fine.” Why not send 
the animals themselves over at once? which in the end 
would probably amount to the same thing, viz., having 
the disease amongst us again. Are we to suppose that 
these hides, etc., are disinfected before importation? If 
not, I think it absolutely ridiculous that such importation 
should be allowed.—Yours, ete., 
‘Pro Bono PuBLico.” 
Dee. 14th, 1896. 


“At a meeting of the Leicestershire Agricultural 
Society, held at Leicester on Saturday, Mr. J. F. L. Rol- 
leston presiding, it was stated that the attention of the 
Society had been called to the great spread of rinderpest 
in South Africa. It was suggested that the attention of 
the Minister of Agriculture should be called to the 
danger of further spread of infection from hides and wool 
which might be shipped to England. The Society had 
communicated with the Board of Agriculture on the 
subject, and the Board had replied that there was prac- 
tically no risk attaching to the importation of hides or 
wool from South Africa.”"—The Yorkshire Post. 


‘ OVER PRODUCTION OF CATS. 
Sir, 

I beg to call your attention to the enclosed letter and 
to say that [ have deemed it my duty to inform the 
Secretary that in my opinion over production is the cause, 
and that the Society cannot do better than apply its 
funds in payment to veterinary surgeons for painless 
operations (in the case of animals belonging to poor 
persons) and to the instruction of other classes in the 
duty they owe to their fellow men. 

EcrRASEUR. 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF CATS 

Hon. Treasurer: 7, NEVERN Roap, 

Mrs. Gorpon. Earw’s Court, S.W. 

Hon. Secretary : 

Miss PackHAM. 

November 2 
Dear Madam, mber 26th. 

May I draw your attention toa Society that is as 
but little known. Few, I think, but rl who wb 4 
this cause, have any idea how much it is needed 
Thousands of poor cats are left to starve in our midst ; 
too often shut up in empty houses or worse still in the 
dust-bins. Frequently we find them with maimed limbs 
cut eyes, ete., from the cruelty of wanton boys. It is 
— object to rescue these suffering animals ; to pain- 

essly destroy the maimed and diseased, and to find kind 


homes for the others. Iam frequently told that “Cat 
Fanciers are not cat lovers” but cannot believe this, for 
it seems to me that every one who has well cared for 
Cats of their own, MUST feel some sympathy with these 

oor outcasts that have no one to care for them. My 
riend Mrs. Foote (whose name you doubtless know) and 
I, have decided that Christmas will be the most fitting 
opportunity to help them, and that of all the year when 
we think most of others wants, and have arranged an 
Entertainment to be held at the Kensington Town Hall, 
on December 22nd, in aid of the Funds of our Home for 
Starving Cats. There is to be a Monster Christmas 
Tree, Tableaux Vivants, &c., and we sincerely hope that 
all kindly disposed persons will help us. 

Begging is anything but agreeable work, but an effort 
must be made on behalf of these poor dumb creatures 
that cannot plead for themselves. Will you be kind 
enough to send a few Toys for the Tree, or Articles for 
the Stalls, or a smal] Contribution in Money? We shall 
be MOST grateful if you will. Up to the present we 
have not had one refusal, PLEASE do not let the record 
be broken, we are so anxious that the whole entertain- 
ment shall be the work of those interested in the rearing 
and “showing” Cats. 

Believe me, 
Faithfully Yours, 
. Rosa A. Packham. 
28, Leinster Square, 
Bayswater. 


—— 


“WART-WORT.” 
Sir, 

IT enclose you a cutting from The Liverpool Mercury 
of to-day’s date. Can you or any readers of The Record 
enlighten me as to the scientific and botanical name and 
habitat of the herein-named “ wart-wort.”— Yours sin- 


cerely, 
G. Maya, M.R.C.V.S. 
6, Chester Street, Liverpool, 
December 17th, 1896. 

46 a there is no disease to which the human body 
is liable that has given rise to more pretences of a cure 
than cancer. In many villages old women will be fouud 
who profess to be able, by the use of magic herbs, to 
remove the mortal growth and restore the sufferer to 
health. Quacks, who prescribe for all the ills that flesh 
is heir to, give prominence to their success in healing 
cancer. Yet the regular medical profession is less a 
ful in regard to this disease than in regard to any other 
perhaps, not excluding pulmonary consumption, which 
ci be checked in its earlier stages. Special interest 
will, therefore, be felt in the remedy which is alleged to 
have been discovered by a Russian doctor, M. Denisenko, 
who believes that in the sap of the wart-wort he 
found a valuable specific. No mystery is made of the 
matter, for M. Denisenko has communicated his views t@ 
a medical journal, and has invited the co-operation 
doctors everywhere in testing the merits of the wart-wort. 
Its peculiarity is that the sap must be administered 1- 
ternally, not externally, and the effect of repeated sm 
doses is to cause the cancerous growths to dwindle an 
disappear. It would be unwise, after the many disa)- 
»ointments which have been experienced in the past, @ 

uild high expectations on the new remedy, but the 
public will await with interest the results of the expel 
ments which will doubtless be made with the preparation 


in this country and elsewhere. 


Communications, Books, Papers Recrrvep—Miss 
Ormerod, Messrs. James Dunlop, J. D, Miller, H. Leeney: 
J. Loughlin, A. E, Bayley, W.T. Bolton, W. B. Nelder 
8. Locke, G. Mayall, J. E. Miller. ulin 

American Veterinary Review (Dec.), The Use of Tubere 
in the Castlecraig herd, The High Peak News. 
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